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BAsic MATERIALS FOR CREATIVITY

ACTIV-CLAY "RETRO"™ TRADE BEADS

Beads are always a "hot" project, fun for young and old. Trade beads are traditionally made with intricate designs out of glass. The
"retro" look takes us back to the 60's and early 70's - its everywhere! These trade beads are easy and great looking. Make lots -
your friends will want them, too!

PROJECT TIME: 20 minutes, plus drying time. Project Level: Easy
MATERIALS: Activ-Clay, white or terra cotta; acrylic paints; rattail cord.

EQUIPMENT: Toothpicks; plastic wrap; empty egg carton; scissors; newspaper to cover work surface.
OPTIONAL.: Glaze; spacer beads.

DIRECTIONS: Prepare work surface; assemble all materials and read directions thoroughly before you begin.

1 Knead Activ-Clay until smooth and pliable.

2 Pinch off small pieces and roll into balls; short "snakes"; form little pyramids or other shapes that please you. As these will be
used primarily for jewelry, keep the pieces small.

3 Take a toothpick and insert it in each bead where you want to be able to string it. Beads can have holes in various different
directions - depending on how you want to string them, later.

4 To make the holes in the beads larger, so they will easily accommodate the cord - move one end of the toothpick in a circular
motion, holding the bead. Repeat with the other end of the tooth pick.

5 Remove the toothpick from the hole, and stick it into the bead to support it while it dries. Stick the other end of the toothpick
into the bottom of the egg carton to hold it up.

6 When the beads are dry - depending on weather conditions, usually overnight. You are ready to paint them.
7 Lay down a small piece of plastic wrap.
8 Dot with several drops of acrylic paint in up to 3 colors - spacing the drops at random intervals.
9 Fold the plastic wrap back onto itself and gently push the paint drops together.
10 Open the plastic wrap, and place several beads(still on their toothpicks - they serve as "handles") onto the paint.
11 Cover the beads with the painty plastic wrap and push the wrap in to touch the beads.
12 Peel back the plastic wrap and pick up your beads by the toothpick and stick back into the egg carton to dry.
13 Apply glaze when dry, if desired. Let dry thoroughly before stringing.
14 Slide finished beads on to cord. A good way to keep them spaced is to tie a knot just before, then just after each trade bead..
Beads are great for necklaces, bracelets, key fobs, adding to things as mosaic tiles and more.
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